
IYA 2009 Openingceremonyin Slovakiaat the
Houseof Arts in Ko�ã�L�F�Hon the occasionof the
New �<�H�D�U�¶�Vconcerton January15, 2009. From
left to right: prof. Dr. �â. Luby �±chairmanof the
SAS; J. Klein �±director of the Slovak philhar-
monic orchestra; Dr. J. �6�Y�R�U�H���±director of the
AI SAS; Dr. B. �3�H�"�N�Rfrom SASKo�ã�L�F�H.

Chairmenof the Slovak and Czech IYA 2009
organizingcommitteesDr. D. Chochol(also the
SPoCof Slovakia)andDr. J. Grygar(right) at the
IYA 2009 Openingceremonyin Paris (January
15, 2009).

The first Slovak Orloj (astronomicalclock) located in the village Stará Bystrica (near
KysuckéNovéMesto), inauguratedonJuly18, 2009.
Imagecredit: © Byzant, LeaLovi�ãková, 2009

Mapsof the light pollution in Europeand
Slovakia (top left) and brochuresspread
the initiative among people to help
preserve the night sky for future
generations.

The IYA 2009 posters issued by the Slovak Astronomical
SocietyandtheSlovakCentralObservatoryin Hurbanovo. They
aresurroundedby 8 astronomicalpostersfor schoolsissuedby
AI SAS: Solar System today, Solar atmosphereand active
events,Solar interior, Moon �±the Earthcompanion,Galaxies�±
cornerstonesof the Universe, Origin and evolution of the
Universe,Recentastronomicalinstruments,Recentmethodsof
astronomicalresearch. All of them are available in electronic
form.
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Scientific center:
�‡Astronomical Institute of the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences, Tatranská Lomnica + mountain 
observatories �6�N�D�O�Q�D�W�p���3�O�H�V�R���D�Q�G���/�R�P�Q�L�F�N�ê���ã�W�t�W

Universities:
�‡Comenius University, Faculty of Mathematic, 
Physics and Informatics + Modra observatory
�‡University of P. J. �â�D�I�i�U�L�Nin Ko�ã�L�F�H, Faculty of 
Natural Sciences

Other institutions:
No. of public observatories: 18
No. of planetaria: 6
No. of astronomical cabinets: 10
Slovak Central Observatory (left)
1-meter telescope at Kolonica observatory (right)

Institutions for astronomicaland astrophysicalresearchand public outreachin Slovakia that
covermultipleactivitieslinkedwith IYA 2009.

ObservatorySkalnaté Pleso (left, 1786 m.a.s.l.) and Coronal station at
Lomnický �â�W�t�W(2632 m.a.s.l.) are also usedfor open door activities of the
AI SASfor thevisitorsof High Tatras.

Group photo of the participantsof the �7�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�¶workshop
(April 23-25, 2009). Sevenprofessionalastronomerspresented
astronomicallecturesfor 60 selectedteachersof theprimaryand
secondaryschoolsfrom Slovakia.

Locationsof astronomicalfacilities in Slovakia(for detailseehttp://astronomia2009.vesmir.sk/iya-2009)

The finalists and organizers of the National Astronomy
Olympiad2009, held on the occasionof the IYA 2009and50th

anniversaryof Slovak AstronomicalSociety. 118 pupils (aged
11�±14) and students(aged15�±18) were participating. 7 pupils
and 11 studentscompetedas finalists. Three winners will
representSlovakiaat the InternationalOlympiadof Astronomy
andAstrophysics,whichwill beheldin Iran in October2009.
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Journal for youngestchildren Vrab�þ�H�N(Little Sparrow) promoting the IYA 2009 (left and
center). December2008 issueof the popularastronomicaljournal KOZMOS (right) promoted
the IYA 2009 for generalpublic. The cover featuresthe enhancedimageof the solar corona
takenduring the solar eclipse(August 2008) in Mongolia by the Slovak astronomerV. Ru�ã�L�Q
with collaboratorsfrom theCzechRepublicandGermany.


